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Language Mastery

SYNTHESIS & 
TRANSFORMATION: 

Mastering sentence transformation is key to fluent, quality writing.

By EPH Editorial Team

Q What are some common mistakes pupils make 
in Synthesis & Transformation, and how can they 

overcome these pitfalls?
Pupils often make mistakes in spelling, grammar, and 
punctuation. Sometimes they omit important words or 
include unnecessary words. They may also unintentionally 
change the meaning of the original sentences. To overcome 
these pitfalls, pupils need a good understanding of grammar 
and punctuation rules. This is where the Achieve Top 
Scores: Synthesis and Transformation series ($12.90) can 
help. The strength of this series lies in the clear presentation 
of relevant grammar and punctuation rules, which are 
reinforced with detailed explanations, scaffolded support, 
and targeted practice. In addition, the books have a pull-out 
section that consolidates and summarises useful grammar 
and punctuation rules for easy reference. It is perfect for 
preparing your child at any proficiency level to support their 
language journey. 

Synthesis & Transformation helps pupils improve 
language skills by teaching them to restructure 
sentences without changing their meaning. While 

pupils find this challenging due to misconceptions and 
limited practice, a well-structured assessment series can 
greatly improve their ability and confidence in tackling this 
segment. Author of the Achieve Top Scores: Synthesis and 
Transformation series, L.P. Chin, shares her insights. 

Q Why is mastering Synthesis & Transformation 
important?

Synthesis & Transformation focuses on clear, concise, and 
accurate writing. Mastery of this skill enables pupils to use 
varied sentence structures and avoid redundancy. They can 
also use a variety of sentence structures with ease. Being 
able to write and manipulate sentences to express meaning 
clearly is the foundation of effective writing. Therefore, 
mastering Synthesis & Transformation goes beyond merely 
preparing pupils for examinations. It equips pupils with the 
skills to become fluent writers. 

Q What is an effective approach that teachers and 
parents can adopt to guide pupils of different 

proficiency levels in Synthesis & Transformation?  
One effective approach is to introduce each sentence type 
clearly and simply, followed by focused practice that allows 
pupils to gain confidence and fluency. For younger or less 
advanced learners, scaffolding — such as moving from partial 
to full sentences — can help ease them into the process and 
reduce the difficulty of manipulating sentence structures.

Once pupils are familiar with the key concepts, they can 
move on to revision or consolidation exercises. These not 
only reinforce learning but can also stretch more advanced 
pupils by offering challenging applications. This kind of 
structured progression supports learners at various stages 
and helps them develop greater mastery over time.


