
NEW 2021 
PRIMARY 1 

MATHEMATICS 
SYLLABUS

How does it compare with the 
previous syllabus?

T
he MOE typically reviews subject syllabuses once 

every few years and we see a new Primary 1 

Mathematics syllabus being introduced this year.

To help parents be better informed of the changes 

in the new Primary 1 syllabus, we present the major 

changes between the old and new syllabuses in a table 

below.

TOPIC OLD SYLLABUS NEW SYLLABUS

Length Measure and compare 
the length of objects 
in units

Measure and compare 
the length of objects in 
centimetres

Measure and draw 
line segment to the 
nearest centimetre

Time Tell time to the hour/
half hour

Tell time to 5 minutes

Use of ‘a.m.’ and ‘p.m.’

Use of abbreviations  
h and min

Duration of one hour/
half hour

Shapes Identify, name, 
describe and classify 
2D shapes (rectangle, 
square, triangle, circle)

Make and complete 
patterns with 2D 
shapes using size, 
shape, colour or 
orientation

Identify, name, 
describe and classify 
2D shapes (rectangle, 
square, triangle, 
circle, half circle, 
quarter circle)

Form different 2D 
figures with rectangle, 
square, triangle, 
circle, half circle, 
quarter circle

Identify 2D shapes that 
make up a given figure

Copy figures on dot 
grid or square grid
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